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bankers were at the end of eight years unable to dis-
cover that so lamentable a result had in fact occurred.
The custom of a house-master being also a hotel-
keeper is open to serious objections, and, though the
difficulties in altering it are very great, I feel that
Head Masters ought to succeed in overcoming them:
it is always pleasant (as Lucretius remarked) to
suggest from the pavilion how the younger genera-
tion ought to play the ball.

And when I say that I was very happy I mean to
imply that we were a very happy society: I know of
no school (though no doubt they exist and have
existed) to which the term " a happy family " could
be as fittingly applied as to Shrewsbury in the six
years before the war. The school was flourishing in
numbers and in repute: the young masters were, as
I have said, very remarkable people, and their
activities were watched with a very benevolent eye
by the Elder Statesmen of the staff.

All seemed to be for the best in the best of worlds,
and if three architects, engaged on three different new
buildings,, happened to choose the same day for their
visit, it was possible to keep them from clashing on
the wide expanse of Kingsland. A parent walking
round the grounds once said to me, " What a wonder-
ful field you have here, Mr. Alington! " Anxious
to show how up-to-date we were, I explained that the
cricket pitch was just being treated with the newest
preparation. It was distressing to us both to find
that he was alluding to the spiritual field.